The  Crowd in  Peace  and War

our people are far from being merged into a homogeneous
type, and that notwithstanding the fact that for some 700
years they were not impeded in racial mixing by the exist-
ence of a prolific printing-press. Now the press tends
to keep alive racial sub-crowds. The Irish-Americans,
the German-Americans, the Dago-Americans, the Slav-
Americans, and so forth, have each their own press and will
probably maintain their sub-crowdship much longer than
would have been possible in illiterate days. Only a pa-
thetic faith (in things as they essentially are not) can be-
lieve otherwise. Race patriotism has had a good deal more
to do with the attitude of United States citizens toward the
belligerents in the present great war than it would be
politic for either party to acknowledge; and curiously
enough we English would rather have the support of the
people of our race on the other side of the ocean upon the
solid ground of race-prejudice than because we are engaged
in a just war!

In normal days in the United States, as much as but
no more than in other civilised countries, national public
opinion will be stronger than any sectional opinion, and
the overcrowd will contain all sectional crowds in peace
and harmony, or at least in enough of peace and harmony
for all practical purposes. The upheaval of war is, how-
ever, the supreme test, and it has been applied to the Brit-
ish Empire with results that all the world can behold and
understand. Here then is the value of patriotism. It
is the unifying force, as precious in time of peace as in
war-time, and most efficient under the great inquest of
war if it has been long and beneficently operative through-
out many peaceful generations.
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